
National Park System Mining Regulation Act
16 U.S.C. §§1901-1912

� Congress finds and declares that continued applica-
tion of the federal mining laws to National Park Sys-
tem lands conflicts with the purposes for which the
parks were established, and all mining operations con-
ducted on park lands should prevent or minimize dam-
age to the environment and other resource values. [16
U.S.C. §1901]

� All activities resulting from the exercise of valid ex-
isting mineral rights on patented or unpatented min-
ing claims within the National Park System shall be
subject to such regulations as the Secretary of the Inte-
rior deems desirable. [16 U.S.C. §1902]

� All mining claims under the Mining Law of 1872 that
lie within National Park System lands shall be recorded
with the Secretary within one year after September 28,
1976, and all claims not so recorded shall be void. [16
U.S.C. §1907]

� Whenever the Secretary finds that a nationally sig-
nificant natural or historical landmark may be irrep-
arably lost or destroyed because of surface mining ac-
tivity, the Secretary shall notify the person conducting
the activity and notify and request advice from the Ad-
visory Council on Historic Preservation concerning
how to mitigate or abate the activity. [16 U.S.C.
§1908(a)]
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