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WHEREAS, PlaintiffUnited States of America, on behalf oftheUnited States

Environmental Protection Agency C'EPA"), filed a Complaint concurrently wittt this Consent

Decree alleging that the Grindstone Indian Rancheria of Wintun-Vfailaki Indians of Califomia

C'Tribe" or "Defendant") violated administrative orders issued under Sections tata@) and 1431

oftheSafeDrinkingWaterActC'SDWN'),42U.S.C. $$300g-3(g)and300i,andtheSDWA's

National Primary DrinkingWaterRegulations f'NPDWRS') at40 C.F.R. Part 141, atthe

Grindstone Indian Rancheria Public Water System ('System"), which the Tribe owns and

operates, and which serves approximately 150 people and has 58 active service connections

within the exterior boundaries of the Grindstone Indian Rancherig

WHEREAS, the United Sates alleges that Defendant failed to comply with the

requirements of an Administrative Order on Consent the Tribe and EPA entered into on

Decernber l5,20l7,and.an Emrgency Adninistrative Order EPA issred to fbe Tribe on June

21,z}lg,both of which required f)efendant to, inter alia, arleapately treat and disinfect the

drinking water it provides to its customers on the Grindstone Indian Rancheri4 as speoified in

the Complaint;

WHEREAS, the United States alleges that Defendant has a history of

noncompliance with the SDWA and its MDWRs at its System extending back to at least 2012tc

the presen! during which time EPA has provided compliance assistance to Defendant on

nurnerotrs occasions to €nsur€ the Systenr's provision of safe drinking wat€r to its customers;

WHEREAS, EPA has rvorked rith Defendant, and *il! continue tc r"'ork rvith

Defendant as appropriate, under United States Department of Justice's, ('DOJ's") and EPA's

policies concerning consultation and coordination with tribal govemments and enforcement

against tribal facilities, and will continue to provide appropriate compliance assistance to

I

Case 2:24-cv-01044-KJM-CKD   Document 4-1   Filed 04/09/24   Page 3 of 38



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

l0

ll
t2

l3

t4

t5

l6

t7

l8

19

zv

2l

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

Defendant to ensure compliance with the SDWA and its MDWRs and applioable federal law;

I*THEREAS, this ConsentDecree does not constitute an admission of any facts or

liability by the Defendant;

, WHEREAS, the Defendant agrees that performance of the injunctive relief and

compliance reporting and record keeping set forth in this Consent Decree is in the best interest ol

Defendant and its customers;

WHEREAS, the Defendant has received, and anticipates receiving funding for

water system operation and maintenance, for example funding Defendant received under the

American Rescue Plan Act of 2021that Defendant has set aside in a separate account dedicated

for use at its water system, and anticipated funding from the U.S. Department of Housing and

Urban Development's Indian Housing Authority for water system operation and maintenance

associated with low-income housi4g at fhe Rancheria sprved by Defendant's water system; and

' IVHF.RF.AS, the parties recogniz.e, and the Corrrt hy entering this Consent l)ecree

finds, that this Consent Decree has been negotiated by the Parties in good faith and will avoid

litigation between the parties and that this Consent Decree is fair, reasonable, and in the public

interest.

THEREFORE WITH THE CONSENT OF THE PARTIES, IT IS ADJUDGED,

ORDERED, AND DECREED as follows:

I. JIIRISDrcTION ADTD PARTES BOIJND

1. This Court has jurisdicticn c1'er the subject matter of this act'on under Sections

l4l4 nd 143 I of the SDWA5 42U.5.C. $$ 3009-3 and 300i, and over the Parties under

28 U.S.C. $$ 1331, 1345, and 1355.

2. Venue is proper in the Eastern District of California under Sections lala(b) and

2
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14310) of the SDWA,, 42 U.S.C. $$ 3OOg-3(b) and 300i(b), as well as 28 U.S.C. $$ 1391(b) and

1395(a), because the violations alleged in the Complaint occurred in this distict, the Defendant

conducts business in this districq and the Defendant is located in this disrict. For purposes of

this Decree, or any action to enforce this Decreg Defendant consents to the Court's jrrisdiction

over this Decree and any such action and overDefendant and consents to venue in thisjudicial

district.

3. For purposes of this Consent Decree, Defendant agrees that the Complaint states

claims upon which relief may be granted under Sections AlaG) and 1431 of the SDWA 42

U.S.C. $$ 300g-3(g) and 300i, and the SDWA's NPDWRS at 40 C.F.R Part l4l.

4. Defendant is a federally renognizedlndian tibe governed by the Grindstone

Tribal Council ('Council").

5. Defendant ownsand operafes the System on ihe Grindstone Indian Rancheria to

provide ctrinking water for approximately 150 consumers. The System supplies water sourced

from Stony Creek, a surface water, through approximately 58 active service connections within

the exterior boundaries of the Grindstone Indian Rancheria.

6. This Consent Decree shall apply to and be bindingupon the United States and

Defendant and any successor tribal leaders, administrations, tribd administrators, utility

managers, directorg and operators, utility commissions and boards, Councils and/or individual

chairpersons acting on .behalf of Defendant's assigns, and any otherentities or p€rsons othenpise

bound by law.

7. Defendant shall provide a copy of this Consent Deoree to all orfficers, directors,

employees, agents, and administrators whose duties might reasonably include compliance with

any provision of this Decree, as well as to any person or entity retained to perform work requirec

3
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under this Consent Decree. Defendant shall condition any such contract upon performance of the

work in conformity with the terms of this Consent Decree.

8. In any action to enforce this Consent Decreg Defendant shall not raise as a

defense the failure by any of its offrcerg directors, employees, agents, administrators, or

contractors to take any actions necessary to comply with the provisions of this Consent Deoree.

9. No transfer of ownership cn operation of the System, whether in compliance with

the procedures ofthis Paragaph or otherwise shall reliwe Defendant of its obligation to ensure

that the terms of the Decree are implemented- At least thirty (30) Days prior to such transfer,

Defendant shall provide a copy of this Consent Decree to the proposed transferee and shall

simultaneously provide written notice of the prospective transfer, together with a copy of the

proposed written agreemenq to EPA and DOJ in accordance with Section )ilI (Notices). Any

arcmpf 19 fiansfer oumership or operation of the System without complying with this Paragraph

constitrrtes a violation of this f)gcree

10. Defendant shall provide a copy of this Consent Decree to all oflicers, employees,

and agents whose duties migtrt reasonably include compliance with any provision of this Decreg

as well as to any contraotor retained to perform work required under this Consent Decree.

Defendant shall condition any such contract upon performance of the work in conformity with

the terms of this Consent Decree.

I l. In any action to enforco this Consent Decr€e, f,lef€ndant shall not raise as a

defense the failure by any ofits offrcers, dirEctorg emplo3'ees, agents,.or.Gontractors.to.te"ke any

actions necessaf,y to comply with the provisions of this Consent Decree.

II. OBJECTIVES

lZ. It is the objective of the Parties in entering this Consent Decree to ensure that

4
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Defendant achieves and maintains continuous, sustainablg and long+erm compliance with the

SD\4/A and its NPDlilRs. All obligations under this Consent Decree shall be interpreted in a

manner consistent with this goal.

13. The Consent Decree and the requirements set forth herein shall supersede the

Administrative Order on Consent that EPA issued on December 15, 2017, and the Emergency

Administrative Order that EPA issued on June 21.2019.

III. DEFINITIONS

14. Terms used in this Consent Decree that are defined in the SDWA orin its

NPDWRS have the meanings assigned to them in the SDWA or such regulations, unless

ottrenvise provided in this Consent Decree. Whenever the terms set forth below are used in this

Consent Decreg the following definitions apply:

"Complaint" means the complaiff filed by the United States in this action;

"Cen.sent f)ec,rgd' or'lDeored' .gans this f)-ecree;

o'Council" shall mean the Tribe's elected leadership;

"Day" means a calendar day unless expressly stated to be a business day. In computing

any period of time for a deadline under this Consent Decree, where the tast day would fall on a

Saturday, Sunday, or federal holiday, the period runs until the olose of business of the next

business day;

"Defendant" or "T.ribe".sl€ans the federally recogBized Crrind*one trndian Rancheriq

o$,nef and operator of the GrinCstone Indian Rancheda Public Water System;

"DOf' means the United States Department of Justice and any of its successor

deparrnents or agencies;

"Emergency Ordef' means the Emergency Administrative OrderEPA issued on June 21,

5
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20t9;

"EPA" means the United States Environmental Protection Agency and any of its

successor departments or agencies;

"Effeotive Date" means the definition provided in Section )ilV;

"For@ Majeure" shall have the meaning as defined in Section VItr;

"1l'pp\lt/R" means the National Primary DrinkingWater Reg;ulations at 40 C.F.R. Part

t4t:

"Paragraph" means a portion ofthis Decree identified by an Arabic numeral;

"Parties" means the United States and Defendant;

*SDWA' shall mean the federal Public Health Service Act (also known as the 
*Safe

Drinking Water Aot"), 42 U.S.C. $ 300f et seq., andits implementing regulations;

"Sestion" rneans a portion of this Decree identified by a Roman numeral;

"S,v-$lem" rneans f)efendanf's Grinclstone Indian RA.ncheria Prrhlis Water Syste.m loca!.ed

in Glenn County, California; and

"United States'' means the United States of America, acting on behalf of EPA.

Iv. CWLPENALTY

15. Defendant shall pay to the United States a civil penalty of $8,963 wittrin thirty

(30) days of the entry of this Consent Decree.

16. Defendants shall pay the civil penalty due to the United States by certified or

cashier's check in the amount dug payable to the "U.S. Depar[nent of Justicg" referencing the

CDCS number (which will be provided once the settlement is entered by the court) and DOJ

Case No, 90-5-l-l-12322. Thepayment shatl be made in accordance with instnrctions provided

6
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to Defendant by the Financial Litigation Unit of the Offrce of the United States Attorney for the

Eastern District of California. At the time of payment, Defendants shall also send a copy of the

check together with a transmittal letter to those persons identified in Section XItr (Notices) of

this Consent Decree. That fansmittal leffer shall state that the payment is forthe civil penalty

owed under the Consent Decree in United States v. Grindstone Indim Rancheria of Wintun-

Waitaki Indians of Calilornia andshall reference the CDCS number of this case and DOJ Case

No. 90-5-l-1,-12322.

V. INJTINCTIVE RELIEF

17. Defendant shall comply with the SDWA 42 U.S.C. $ 300f elseq., and the

NPDWRsat40 C.F.R. Part 141.

18. Defendant shall meet all. compliance obligations set forth in this Section.

19. Boil WaterNotice: Within one(l) Day of theEffective Date of this Consent

Deeree, Defenda.nt shall srrhmit.a draff Boil 1{aje.rNotise to.F.PA for its approval in aesordanp.e

with Paragraph 32 below. Upon making any necessary changes EPA requires and EPA's

approval of the Boil Water Noticg Defendant shall issue the Boil Water Notice to all customer

homes and disptay the Boil WaterNotice in conspicuous locations within one (1) Day of the

Effective Date of this Consent Decree. Defendant shall issue the Boil Water Notice on a monthly

basis until EPA provides written notification that the Defendant may discontinue doing so.

?A. Surfece_lyat€r Tr€efin€nt: Upon the Effective Date of this Consent Decr€e,

Defendent shall achieve and demcnstrete cornpliance rrith tbe Surface lVater Treatment rule

requirements at 40 CFR $$ 14l.70-76, including use of a National Sanitation Foundation

('NSF ) International-approved chlorine disinfectant for treatment at the System's water Ank(s)

and distribution lines,

7
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21. Alternative Water Requirements: Upon the Effective Date of this Decree,

Defendant shall make available to the System's consumers at least one gallon of drinking water

per person per day from an alternative source that meets all applicable SDWA requirements at 4C

C.F.R. Part l4l until zuch time that EFA determines that Defendant is in full compliance with

the SDWA's water quality requirements.

22. Alternative Water Supply Notice Requirements: Within trn'o (2) Days of the

Effective Date of this Decreg Defendant shall submit an alternative water supply public notice

document for EPA's review and approval in accordance with Paragraph 32that provides the

following information: l) the location(s) where the alternative water supply is available for pick

up for all persons the System sewes, 2) the days and hours when alternative water is available foi

pickup, and 3) contact information for the Tribal Administrator.

23. Pubtic Notice: As soon as possible, but no later than fourteen (14) Days after the

.D.ate.of$i.s f)psree,.I).efeqdalr.shall dr,stnbufs a.noth.er pr.&li.e .no-tic.e, (i.naddition to t]re

boil water notice under Paragraph l9 and the altermative water supply public notice required

under Paragraph zz),thatprovides information about this Consent Decree, and corrective actions

Defendant is taking. Defendant must submit the notice to EPA for approval within seven (7)

Days of the Effective Date of this Decree to the contacts listed in Section )ilI (Notices).

Defendant must carry out the public notice and other notice requirements of 40 C.F'R. Part l4l,

SubpartQ, includingprovisionsofnoticeby mail orotherdirectdelivery toeach service

connection sen'ed by .tho S1'stem, and. subn*it a oopy cf the .pnrblic noaice n'itb oertilication to

EPA within ten (10) Days of its distribution.

24. Operator Training and Certification: By the Effective Date of this Consent

Decreg Defendant must retain at least two full time drinking-water operators, at least one of

8
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whom is a certified drinking-water operator as follows:

a. Defendant slall, in accordance with 40 C.F.R. Part l4l, Subpart tI, ensure

operation of the System at all times by at least one certified

operator at least a Grade Tl/Dl level in accordance with the Drinking

Water Operator Certification Program that the California State Water

Resources Control Board admini sters.

b. Defendant shall ensure the certified System water operator(s) attend all

continuing education courses and training required for operator

certifications and renewal of such certifications.

25. Consumer Confidence Report Requirements: Defendant shall deliver annual

consumer confidence reports to its customers in compliance with 40 C.F.R $ 141.155.

Defendanl shall also provide copies to the EFA along u,ith a cerrification of disribution in

wi"th 40C,F,R $ l4l l5s

26. ReportingBequirements: Beginning the week following the Effective Date of this

Consent Decree, Defendant shall electronically submit to EPA a weekly operating report that

includes a log of the dates and times of membrane filter operation and maintenance perfiormed in

the seven (7) Days leading up to submittal of the weekly report and also the analytical rezults of

the previous week's bacteriological and residual chlorine sampling taken atthe System's

distribution syst€m at tlre following sampling locations:

a. Sar*pling.locadons Ld..z wALatl,4 forr--sidual ohlorine earnpliag; end

b. Sampling location Lot 14 for bacteriologtcal sampling-

After the Defendant reoeives notice from EPA that it may discontinue weeHy reporting, it shdl

submit reports on a monthly basis, due ten (10) Days after the last day of every month.

9
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27. Operations and Maintenance Plan: The Defendant shall develop and implement ar

EPA-approved Operations and Maintenance C'O&M') Plan for the System. The Defendant shdl

submit its proposed O&M Plan to EPA for review and approval within six (6) months of the

Effective Date of this Consent Decree and begin implementing it within thirty (30) Days of EPA

approval. The O&M Plan shall address how the System will:

a. Provide appropriately certified and qualified operating and managerial

personnel, including nno-full time employees with at least one drinking-

water operatorthat maintains a Tl/Dl certification as provided by the

Drinking Water Operator Certification Program that the California State

Water Resources Control Board administers;

b. Include an operatortraining program to ensure drinking-water operators

satisfy operator certification continuing education requirements and that

.th-e.se.e-rp€nses.ar.e inshrd.ed i.n .ths w.a,ter ol.rFlatians hwlgp: rhat is

formulated for the System;

c. Provide necessary equipment, supplies and services associated with

routine Grindstone PWS operations;

d. Provide adequate baclarp equipment for repairs including spare parts,

facilitieg and emergency power to ensure System operations will continue

e.

under emergency situations;

Perf,srcIl.n€cessart' roudm srai'atenance and preve*ti"'e m&intenance on th'

System and its components;

Procure and continuously use NSF International-approved chemicals in

the System;

l0

f.
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g. Complete O&M records/logs;

h. Regularly inspect major System components and document pending majot

repair and capital improvement requirements;

i. Include a schedule for storage tank inspection and maintenance and

distribution system flushing and valve exercising; and

i. Communicate with the public and EPA concerning required SDWA

reporting, the need for boil orders and other drinking water issues

requiring public notice.

28. Budget Approval: The annual budget for each fiscal year shall be developed

consistent with Defendant's EPA-approved O&M Plan before the end of the Tribe's fiscal year

on September 30th. On orbefore August 3tst each year, the Council shall urnually approve the

wLter O&M budg* for the coming fiscal year that is consislent $,ith thc EPA-approved O&M

Pl,an. Thp Corrrr.cil shall .et*rr.e ptovisi.orr ofadequatp.fitnding,in the Rrrrlgef lo opstate and

maintain the water operations in full compliance with all applicable federal environmental laws,

based on information outlined in the O&M Plan, and the Budget shall include: (a) an annual

budget for all water operations; (b) a regular frnancial planning and review processes; (c)

defined processes and controls for purchases and expenditures; and (d) adequate funding to

address facility depreciation, reserve funds, capital improvements, and at least two drinking-

wat€roperators' salaries. Defendant shall provide the approved O&M Budga to EPA. within

fourteen (1.4) Da1's of its approval by Cor*cil.

29. Additional Plans: In addition to the O&M Plan requiredinParagtaph2T,

Defendant shall also develop the following plans and provide them to EPA for review and

approval under Paragraph 32 within ninety (90) Days of the Consent Order's Effective Date:

ll
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A oross-conneotion control program (refer to EPA's Cross-Cormection

ControlMarual;

An emergency operations/response plan (refer to EPA's Ofice of ll'ater's

JuIy 2019 Community Water System Emergency Response PIan Template

and Instructions);

? Standard operatingprocedures (*SOP'i) for linebreak repair;

d. A drought contingency plan; and

e. An asset management plan that corresponds to the above approved budget.

30. Pressure Loss/Line Breaks: Defendant shall report to EPA any instances where

there is a drop in pressure in the System's distribution system to less than 20 pounds per square

inch ('PSP), and any instances where there are significant line breaks (causing water out4ges to

fiye or more users) within 24-houn of the Defendant's i"jfral alvareness of the pressure loss

and/.or.li.nehreak

31. Ouartfirly Meeting Requirements: Defendant shall convene quartedy meetings

with EPA by teleconference or at a centralized meeting location to: l) discuss the adequacy of

Defendant's compliance with the Consent Decree; 2) estabtish any necessary managerial and

governance protocols that will assist in compliance with the Consent Decree; and 3) discuss how

to best promote long-term and effrcient drinking water compliance at the System. The first

quarterly rneaing shall be held within ninety {90) Days of the Effe,ctive Date of this Decree.

trnvitetions to this frrst rneeting must be provided at leaet fourteen (14) Days in edvence and at s

minimum must be sent to the EPA points of contact identified in Section )Otr (Notices).

32. App"roval of Doliverables: After review of any plan, report, or other item that is

required to be submitted under this Consent Decree, EPA will in writing: (a) approve the

t2

a.

b
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submission; O) approve the submission upon specified conditions; (c) approve part of the

submission and disapprove the remainder; or (d) disapprove the submission.

a. If the submission is approved under Paragraph 32(a), Defendant shall take

all actions required by the plarl report, or other documenq in accordance

with the schedules and requirements of the plarq report, or other

documen! as appoved.

b. If the submission is conditionally approved or approved only in part under

Paragraph 32(b) or (c), Defendant shall, upon written direction from EPA

take all actions required by the approved pla4 report, or other item that

EPA determines are technically severable from any disapproved portions,

subject to Defendant's right to dispute only the specified conditions or ttre

disapproved portions, under Section IX (Dispute Resolution)'

.4. If the slrbmissinn.is.disapnrov.ed in wholB or.i.n .part unrler Paragra.ph .32(p)

or (d), Defendant shdl, within forty-five (45) Days or such other time as

the Parties agree to in writing conect all deficiencies and resubmit the

plan, report, or ottrer item, or disapproved portion thereof for approval, in

accordance with the preceding Paragraphs

d. If the resubmission is approved in whole or in part, Defendant shall

proceed in accordance with the preceding Paragraph 32 (e),&)' or (o).

e. If, a resubmitted plan, r€port, or other item, or portion thereof is

disapproved in whole or in part, EPA may again require Ddendant to

correct any deficiencies, in accordance with the prec€ding Paragfaph 32

(a), O), or (c), subject to Defendant's right to invoke Dispute Resolution

13
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and the right of EPA to seek stipulated penalties as provided in the

preceding Paragraphs.

f. If Defendant elects to invoke Dispute Resolution as set forth in Section

IX, Defendant shall do so by sending a Notice of Dispute in accordance

with Section IX within thirty (30) Days (or such other time as the Parties

agree to in writing) after receipt of the applicable decision.

g. Any stipulated penalties applicable to the original submission, as provided

in Section VII, that accrue during the forty-five (a5) Day period or other

specified period provided in subparagraph 32.c abovg but shall not be

payable unless the resubmission is untimely or is disapproved in whole or

in part; provided that, if ttre original submission was so de'frcient as to

cotultitule a material breach of Defendant's obligations under this Decree,

the stiprrlated penalrigs,appl.i.cahl,e to.fhp ongi1al.suhmission.s.hall h.e rlue

and payable notrvithstanding any subsequent resubmission.

33. Permits: Where any compliance obligation under this Section requires Defendant

to obtain a federal, state, or looal permit or approval, Defendant shall submit timely and completr

applications and take all other actions necessary to obtain all such permits or approvals.

Defendant may seek relief under the provisions of Section VItr @orce lMajeurQ for any delay in

the perforrnance of any suctr obligation resulting from a failure to obtain, or a delay in obaining

any permit or approval required to fulfill such obligation, if Defendant has subrnitted timely and

complete applications and has taken all other actions necessary to obtain all such permits or

approvals.

Vt REPORTING REOUIREMENTS

t4
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34. Defendant shall submit the following reports to EPA, at the addresses set forth

Section )iltr (Notices):

a. Semi-Annual Report: By July 3lst and January 3lst of each year after the

lodging of this Consent Decree, until termination of this Decree under

Section XVII (Termination), Defendant shall submit electronically a semi-

annual report for the preceding six months that includes: the status of

surface water treatment measures; the status of Defendant's monitoring

work; the provision of alternative water to oustomers; operation and

maintenance; and problems encountered or anticipated. The report shall

also include a description of any non-compliance with the requirements of

this Consent Decree and an explanation of the violation(s)' likely cause

and of the remedial steps taken, or to be taken, to prevent or minimize

nrch violation(s)

35. If Defendant violates, or has reason to believe that it may violate, any

of this Consent Decreg Defendant shall notify DOJ and EPA of such violation and its likely

duration, in writing, within ten business days of the Day Defendant first becomes aware of the

actual or prospective violation, with an explanation of its likely @use and ofthe remedial steps

taken, or to be taken, to prevent or minimize such violation. If the cause of a violation cannot be

fully explained at the tirae the report is due, Defendant shall so state in t}e report. Defendant

ehe!! in.-,esrtioEte the cguse of +.he vrclados e$d sheil then submit a$ amendmait to the repoG,grrs. ... r w].oerv s.v

including a full explanation of the cause of the violation, within thirly (30) Days of the Day

Defendant beoomes aware of the cause of the violation. Nothing in this Paragraph or the

following Paragraph relieves Defendant of its obligation to provide the notice required by

15
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Section VItr (Force Majeure).

36. Whenever any violation of this Consent Decree or any ottrer event affecting

Defendant's performanoe under this Decree may pose an immediate threat to the public health or

welfare or the environmenq Defendant shatl noti$ EPA by telephone or by email to EPA as

soon as possible, but no later than 24-hours after Defendant first knew of the violation or event.

This procedure is in addition to the requirements set forth in the preceding Paragfaph.

37. Each report submitted by Defendant under this Section shall be signed by an

offrcial of the submitting parly and include the ollowing certification:

I certiff under penalty of pedury that this document and all attachments were prepared

under my direction or supervision in accordance with a $y$tem designed to assure that
qualified personnel properly gather and evaluate the information submitted. Based on my

inquiry of the person or persons who managd the system, or those persons directly

responsible for gathering the informatioq the information submitted is, to the best of my
knowledge and belief, tnrg accurate, and comptete. I have no personal knowledge that

the informntion submitted is other than fiue, ac,stralqand complete. Iam arvare tlnt
there are significant penalties for submitting false information, includingthe possibility

of .fi n e.and . i mp. rl sonm.gnt.for. kn owing vi o! ati on s.

This certification requirement does not apply to emergency or similar notifications where

compliance would be impractical.

38. The reporting requirements of this Consent Decree do not relieve Defendant of

any reporting obligations required by the SDWA or implementing regulations, or by any other

federal, statg or looal law, regulation, permit, or other requirement'

39. Any informationprwided pursuant to this Consent Decree may be used by the

United States in .ly proceeding to enforce the.provisions of this Consent Decree and as

othenuise permitted by law.

VII. STIPULATEDPENALTIES

40. Defendant shall be liable for stipulated penalties to the United States for

l6
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violations of this Consent Decree as specified below, unless excused under Section VIII (Force

MajeurQ. A violation includes failing to perform any obligation required by the terms of this

Decree, including any work plan or schedule approved under this Decree, according to all

applicable requirements of this Decree and within the specified time schedules established by or

approved under this Decree.

41. Late Bayment of Civil Penaltv: If Defendant fails to pay the civil penalty required

to be paid under Section IV (Civil Penalry) when dug Defendant shall pay a stipulated penalty ol

$250 for lst through 7th day; $500 for 8th through 14 day; and $800 for each day thereafterper

Day for each Day that the payment is late.

42. Stipuleted Penalty Amounts: The following stipulated penalties shall accrue per

violation per Day for each violation of a requirement of Section V (Injunctive Relief) or Section

VI (Beporting Requirements) :

.Pgnal.ty Per Vjolation Per f)ay Period of Nonaompliance

$300...
$5s0...
$850...

... lstthrough l4thDay

.. l5th througb 30th Day

... 3lst Day and beyond

43. Stiputated penalties under this Section shall begin to accrue on the Day after

performance is due or on the Day a violation occurs, whichever is appticablg and shall continue

to accrue until performance is satisfactorily completed or until the violation ceases. Stipulated

penalties shall accrue simulaneously for separate violations of this Consent Decree.

44. Defendent shal! pay erii' sdpulated penelry rvithin thiry (30) Days ef lsseiving thr

United States' written demand.

45. The United States may in the unreviewable exercise of its discretion, reduce or

waive stipulated penalties othenuise due it under this Consent Decree.

17

Case 2:24-cv-01044-KJM-CKD   Document 4-1   Filed 04/09/24   Page 19 of 38



I

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

l0

l1

12

13

t4

15

t6

t7

l8

19

2(I

2t

22

23

.A

25

26

27

28

46. Stipulated penalties shall continue to accrue as provided in Paragaph 43, during

any Dispute Resolution, but need not be paid until the following:

a. If the dispute is resolved by agreement of the Parties or by a decision of

EPA that is not appealed to the CouG Defendant shall pay accrued

penalties determined to be owing together with interest, to the United

States within thirty (30) Days of the effective date of the aplreement or the

receipt ofEPA's decision or order.

b. If the dispute is appealed to the Court and the United States prevails in

whole or in part, Defendant shall pay all accrued penalties determined by

the Court to be owing together with interest, within sixty (60) Days of

receiving the Court's decision or order, except as provided in

subpar4graph c, below.

.c lf.any.Pa.fl,v apneals,the.l)i$rict"Corrrtls decision,l)eferrdant shall pay all

accrued penalties determined to be owing together with interest, within

fifteen (15) Days of receiving the final appellate court decision.

47. Defendant shall pay stipulated penalties owing to the United Sates in the manner

set forth below:

a. Defendant shall pay the stipulated penalty due to the United States by

certified or caslrier's check in the asrount du€, Bayable to the *U.S.

Department of Justicg" referencing the civil actionnumber sf this csse,

and the DOJ Case No. 90-5-l-l-12322, and delivered to the Financial

Litigation Unit of the Offrce of the United States Attorney fon the Eastem

District of California: Atfir. Financial Litigation Uniq 501 I Street, Suite

18
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10-100, Sacramento, CA 95814. The payments shall be made in

accordance with instnrctions provided to Defendant by the Financial

Litigation Unit of Ore Offrce of the United States Attorneys for the Eastem

Distriot of California. Concurrently with payment, Defendant shall providt

a copy of the check and a transmittal letter to those persons identified in

Section XIII CNotices). That transmittal letter shall state that the payment

is for stiputated penalties owed pursuant to the Consent Decree in united

States v. Grindstone Indian Rancheria of Winnm-Wailaki Indians of

California, and shall reference the civil action number, and the DOJ Case

No. 90-5-l-l-12322.

48. If Defendant fails to pay stipulated penalties according to the terms of this

Consent Deoree, Defendant shall be liable for interpst on .grch penaltieg as provided for in

28 ILS.C. $ 1951, accnring as of the date paymenl l'lecame due. Nothing.in thls Paragraph .shall

be construed to limit the United States from seeking any remedy othennise provided by law for

Defendut's failure to pay any stipulated penalties.

49. The payment of penalties and interest, if any, shall not alter in any way

Defendant's obligation to complete the performance of the requirements of this Consent Decree'

50. Non-Exclusivity of Remedy: Stipulated penalties are not the United States'

exclusive renredy f,or violations of this Consel$ D€cr€e. Subj€ct to the provisions of Section )(I

(Effect of SettlemenilReservation of Rights), the United States expressll' r€serves the right to

seek any other relief it deems appropriate for Defendant's violation ofthis Decree or applicable

law, including but not limited to an action against Defendant for statutory penalties, additional

injunctive relief, mitigation or offset measures, and/or contempt. However, the amount of any

l9
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statutory penalty assessed fora violation of this Consent Decree shall be reduced by an amount

equal to the amount of any stipulated penalty assessed and paid pursuant to this Consent Decree.

VIII. FORCE MAJEI]RE

51. "Force Majeure," for purposes of this Consent Decree, is defrned as any event

arising from causes beyond the control of Defendanf of any entity controlled by Defendang or ol

Defendant's contractors, that delays or prevents the performance of any obligation under this

Consent Decree despite Defendant's best efforts to fulfill the obligation. The requirement that

Defendant o<ercise "best efforts to fulfill the obligation" includes using best efforts to anticipate

any potential Force Majeure event and best efforts to address the effects of any potential force

majeure event (a) as it is occurring and O) following the potential Force Majeurg suoh that the

delay and any adverse effects of the delay are minimized. "Force Majeurd' does not include

Dpfendant's financial inability to perform any obligation under this Consent Decree.

52 lf,any Bv.ent opgr.s.crr f*s.opgrrr.ed thqt may.4elay thp p.erfornnancp.of any

obligation under this Consent Decree, whether or not caused by a Force Majeure event,

Defendant shall provide notice by telephone or by email to EPA within 72-hours of when

Defendant first knew that the event might cause a delay. Within seven (7) Days thereafter,

Defendant shall provide in writing to EPA an explanation and description of the reasons for the

delay; the anticipated duration of the delay; all actions taken or to be taken to prevent or

rninimize the delay; a sclredule for implemer.rAtion of any no€asur€s to be taken to pr€v€nt or

mifgate the delay or the effect of the delay; DefenCant's rationale for atributing such delay to a

Force Majeure event if it intends to assert such a claim; and a statement as to whether, in the

opinion of Defendanq such event may cause or contribute to an 6ndangerment to public hedth,

welfare or the environment. Defendant shall include with any notice all available documentation

20
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supporting the claim that the delay was attributable to a Force Majare. Failure to comply with

the above requirements shall preclude Defendant from asserting any claim of Force Majeure for

that event forthe period of time of such failure to comply, and for any additional delay caused by

such failure. Defendant shall be deemed to know of any circumstance of which Defendan! any

entity controlled by Defendant, orDefendant's contractors knew or should have known.

53. If EPA agrees thatthe delay or anticipated delay is attributahle to a Force Majeure

event, the time for performance of the obligations under this Consent Decree that are affeoted by

the Force Majeure event will be extended by EFA for such time as is necessary to complete thost

obligations. An extension of the time for performance of the obligations affected by the Force

Majeure ev€nt shall not, of itself, extend the time for performance of any other obligation. EPA

will notify Defendant in writing of the length of the extension, if any, for performance of the

obligations affected by the Force [44ieure evenf.

54 F.F.P.A does 1ot 4greq that the.rlelay or anticipated deJay has been or will he

caused by a Force Majeure event, EPA will noti$ Defendant in writing of its decision.

55. If Defendant elects to invoke the dispute resolution procedures set forth in

Section IX @ispute Resolution), it shall do so no later than fifteen (15) Days after receipt of

EPA's notice. In any such proceeding, Defendant shall have the burden of demonstrating by a

preponderance ofthe evidence that the delay or anticipated delay has been or will be caused by a

Force Majeure event, that the duration of the delay or the extension sought was or will be

E'arrsnted unCer the circumstances, that best efferts';,'€re exercised to avoid and midgete the

effects of the delay, and that Defendant complied with the requirements of Paragraphs 5l and 52

ffDefendant carries this burden, the delay at issue shall be deemed not to be a violation by

Defendant of the affected obligation of this Consent Decree identified to EPA and the Court.

21
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DL DISPUTE RESOLUTION

56. Unless othenrise expressly provided for in this ConsentDecree, the dispute

resolution procedures ofthis Section shall be the orclusive mechanism to resolve disputes uising

under or with respect to this Consent Decree. Defendant's failure to seek resolution of a dispute

under this Section shall preclude Defendant from raising any such issue as a defense to an action

by the lJnited States to enforce any obligation of Defendant arising under this Decree.

57. Informal Dispute Resolution. Any dispute subject to Dispute Resolution under

this Consent Decree shall first be the subject of informal negotiations. The dispute shall be

considered to have arisen when Defendant sends DOJ and EPA a written Notice of Dispute. Sucl

Notice of Dispute shall state clearly the matter in dispute. The period of informal negotiations

shall not exceed twenty (20) Days from the date the dispute arises unless that period is modified

by rvrifen agreement. If the P.arties Gaffrot resolve a dispute by informal negotiations, then the

position advanced hy the I Inited States shall he considered hinding unlgss, rvithin ten (10) Days

after the conclusion of the informal negotiation period, Defendant invokes formal dispute

resolution procedures as set forth below.

58. Formal Dispute Resolution: Defendant shall invoke formal dispute resolution

procedures, within the time period provided in the preoeding Paragraptr" by sending DOJ and

EPA a written Statement of Position regarding the matter in dispute. The Statement of Position

stra[ includ€, but need not be linrited to, any factud data andysis, or opinion zupporting

Defendant's pcsition and any supporting documentstios relied upon by Defendant.

59. The United States will send Defendant its Statement of Position within fofly-five

(45) Days of receipt of Defendant's Statement of Position. The United States' Statement of

Position shall include, but need notbe limited to, any factual data, analysis, or opinion

22
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supporting that position and any supporting documentation relied upon by the United States. The

United States' Statement of Position is binding on Defendant unless Defendurt files a motion

judicial review of the dispute in accordance with the following Paragraph.

60. Judicial Dispute Resolution: Defendant may seek judicial review of the dispute

filing with the Court and serving on the United Sates a motion requesting judicial resolution of

the dispute. The motion must be filed within ten (10) Days of receipt of the llnited States'

Statement of Position pursuant to the preceding Paragraph. The motion shall contain a written

statement of Defendant's position on the matt€r in disputg including any supporting factual dat4

analysis, opinion, or documentation, and shall set forth the relief requested and any schedule

within which the dispute must be resolved for orderly implemortation of the Consent Decree.

The motion may not raise any issue not raised in informal dispute resolution pursuant to

Par4graph 57, unless the United States raises a nen' issue or law or fact in its Statement of

Position

61. The United States shall respond to Defendant's motion within the time period

allowed by the Local Rules of this Court. Defendant may file a reply memorandum, to the extent

permitted by the Local Rules.

62. Sundard of Review

a. Disputes Concerning Matters Accorded Record Review: Except as

othenrrise provided in thisConsent D€ctr€e, in any dispute brought under

Paragreph 58 pertaining tc the adequacy or appropriateness ofplans,

procedures to implement plang schedules of any other items requiring

approval by EPA under this Consent Decree; the adequacy of the

performance of work undertaken pursuant to this Consent Decree; and all

23
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other disputes that are accorded reviery on the administrative record under

applicable principles of administrative law, Defendant shall have the

burden of demonstrating based on the administrative record, that the

position of the United States is arbitrary and capricious or otherwise not in

accordance with law.

b. Other Diqputes: Excefrt as otherwise provided in this Consent Decree, in

any other dispute brought underParagraph 58, Defendant shall bearthe

burden of demonstrating that its position complies with this Consent

Deree and bener furthers the objectives of the Consent Decree.

63. The invocation of dispute resolution procedures under this Section shall nof by

itself extend, postpone, or affect in any way any obligation of Defendant under this Consent

Dwree, unless and rrdil final resolution ofthe dispufe so provides. Stipulared penalties with

respect to the disprrted matfer shall continlrc to accnre from the first f)ay of noncomplianpg hrrt

payment shall be stayed pending resolution ofthe dispute as provided in Paragraph 46. If

Defendant does not prevail on the disputed issue, stipulated penalties shall be assessed and paid

as provided in Section VII (Stipulated Penalties).

x. INFORTTATrON COLLECTTON AND RETENTION

64. The United States and its representatives, including attorneys, confactorq and

consultants, shall have the rightof€ntry to the System or eny facility covered by this Consent

Decreg at all reasonable times, upon presentation sf credendels, to:

a. monitor the progress of activities required under this Consent Decree;

b. verify any data or information zubmitted to the United States in

accordance with the terms of this Consent Decree;

24
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c. obtain samples and, upon request, splits of any samples taken by

Defendant or its representatives, contractors, or consultants;

d. obtain documentary evidence, including photographs and similar data; and

e. assess Defendant's compliance with this Consent Decree.

65. Until five years after the termination of this Consent Decree, Defendant shall

retain, and shall instnrct its contractors and agentsto preserve, all non-identical copies ofall

documents, records, or other information (including documentg records, or other information in

electronic form) in its or its contractors' or agents' possession or control, or that come into its or

its contraotors' or agents' possession or control, and that relate in any manner to Defendant's

performance of its obligations under this Consent Decree. This information-retention

requirement shall apply regardless of any contrary corporate or institutional policies or

procedures. fu any time during this infornration-retention peri.od, upon request by the United

States, Defendant shall provide copies of any doorments, recorcls, or other information reqrrired

to be maintained under this Paragraph.

66. At ttre conclusion of the information-retention period provided in the preceding

Paragraph, Defendant shatl notify the United States at least ninety (90) Days prior to the

destnrction of any documentq recordg or other information subject to the requirements of the

preceding Paragraph and, upon request by the United Stateg Defendant shall deliver any such

doctrments, r€cor.ds, or other information to EPA.. Defendant naay assert that certain documents,

records, or other infonnation is privileged under the etterney-olient privilege, or any other

privilege recognized by federal law. If Defendant asserts such a privilegg it shail provide the

following: (a) the title of the document, record, or information; O) the date of the document,

record, or information; (c) the name and title of each author of the documeng record, or

25
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information; (d) the name and title of each addressee and recipient; (e) a description of the

subject of the documeng recor4 or information; and (0 ttre privilege asserted by Defendant.

However, no documents, records, or other information created or generated pursuant to the

requirements of this Consent Decree shall be withheld on grounds of privilege.

67. Defendant may also assert that information required to be provided under this

Section is protected as Confidential Business Information f'CBf') under 40 C.F.R. Part 2. As to

any information that Defendant seeks to protect as CBI, Defendant shall follow the procedures

set forth in 40 C.F.R.Part2.

68. This Consent Decree in no way limits or affects any right of entry and inspection,

or any right to obtain informatiorU held by the United States pursuant to applicable federal laws,

regulations, or permits, nor does it limit or affect any duty or obligation of Defendant to maintain

documents, records, or other information imposed by applicable federal or tribal laws,

regul ati ons, or permits

XI. EFFECT OF SETTLEMENTIRESERVATION OF RIGHTS

69. This Consent Decree resolves the civil claims of the United States for the

violations alleged in the Complaint filed in this action through the date of lodging.

70. The United States re$erves all legal and equitable remedies available to enforce

the provisions of this Consent Decree. This Consent Decree shall not be constnred to limit the

r,ights of the United States to obain penalties or i.qiunctive relief under the SDWA or its

implemendng regulations, or under other federal !a'rs, regulations, or permit conditions, except

as expressly specified in Paragraph 68. The United States further reserves all legal and equitable

remedies to address any imminent and substantial endangerment to the public health or welfare

or the environment uising at, or posed by, Defendant's System, whether related to the violations
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addressed in this Consent Decree or otherwiso.

71. In any subsequent administrative or judicial proceeding initiated by the United

Sates for injunctive reliefi, civil penalties, other appropriate relief relating to the System or

Defendant's violations, Defendant shall not assert, and may not maintaiq ilY defense or claim

based upon the principles of waiver, res judicata" collateral estoppel, issue preclusion, claim

preclusion, claim-splitting, or other defeirses based upon any contention that the claims raised bV

the United States in the subsequent proceeding were or should have been brought in tho instant

case, except with respect to claims that have been specifically resolved pursuant to Paragraph 69.

72. This Consent Decree is not a permit, or a modifrcation of any permit, under any

fbderal, fiibal, state, or local laws or regulations- Defendant is responsible for'achieving and

maintaining complete compliance with dl applicable federal, tribal, statg and local laws,

regulations, and permits; and Dsfendant's compliance with this Consent Deoree shall be no

defense to any, aclion commenced ntr$rsnt to any srrch lau,s, regrrlations, or permits, except as

set forth herein. The United States does not, by its consent to the entry of this Consent Decree,

warrant or aver in any manner that Defendant's compliance with any aspect of this Consent

Decree will result in compliance with provisions of the SDWA 42 U.S.C. $ 300t et seq., or wittt

any other provisions of federal, tribal, statg or local laws, regulations, or permits.

73. This Consent Decree does not limit or affect the rights of Defendant or of the

United Sates against any third parties, not party to thisConsent Decr€e, nordoes it limit the

rights of third parties, not par['tc this Consent Decree, against Defendant, except as other';"ise

provided by law.

74. This Consent Decree shall not be construed to create rights in, or grant any cause

of aotion tq any third party not party to this Consent Decree.
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xtr. cosrs

75. The Parties shall bear their own costs of this action, including attomeys' fees,

except that the United States shall be entitled to collect the costs (including attorneys' fees)

incurred in any action necessary to collect any portion of the civil penalty or any stipulated

penalties due but not paid by Defendant.

XIII. NOTICES

76. Unless otherwise specified in this Decree, whenever notifications, submissions, or

oommunications axe required by this Consent Decreg they shall be made in writing and sent by

mail or email, with a preference for email), addressed as follows:

As to DOJ by email (prefened): eescdcopy.enrd@usdoj.gov
Re: DJ # 90-5-l-l-12322

As to DOJ by mail: EES Case Management Unit
Environment and Natural Resources Division
U. S. Deparrnent of Justice
P.O. Box 76l l
Washington, D.C. 2004+7 611
Re:DJ # 90-5-l-l-12322

ASTOEPA: Christopher Chen
Drinking Warer Section, EPA Region 9
Enforcement and Compliance Assurance Division
600 Wilshire Blvd, Suite.940 €NF-3-3)
Los Angeles, CA 90017
Phone: (213)24+1853
chen. chri stopher@epa. gov

RichCampbell
Assistant Regional Counsel
Ofiice of Regional Counsel
U.S. EPARegion 9
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75 Hawthome Sreet (ORC-2)
San Francisco, CA 94105
(41s) 972-3870
campbel l. rich@epa. gov

As to Defendant:

Jack Duran
Duran Law Offrce, P.C.
4010 Foothills Blvd, 5-103, #98

Roswille, CA95747
(9t6)779:3316
duranlaw@yahoo.com

77. Any Party may, by written notice to the otler Parties, change its designated notice

recipient or notice address provided above.

78. Notices submitted under this Section shall be deemed submitted upon mailing or

transmission by email, unless othenvise provided in this Consent Decree or by muhral agreement

of the Parties in writing.

XIV. EFX'ECIII/E DATE

79. The Effective Date of this Consent Decree shall be the date upon which this

Consent Decree is.entered by tle Court or a motisr to €trl€r the Consent Decree is granted,

whiche.r.e.r oc€rJrs ftrst, as r"-corde.d on the Court's docket.

XV. RETENTION OF JTIRISDICTION

80. The Court shall retain jurisdiction over this case until termination of this Consent

Decreg forthe purpose of resolving disputes arising under this Decree or entering orders

modiffing this Decree, under Sections IX @ispute Resolution) and XVI Modification), or

effectuating or enforcing compliance with the terms of this Decree.

xvl. MoDs'rcATrgN

81. Thc tcrms of this Conscnt Dccrci:, including any attachcrl appcnrliccs, may bc
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modified only by a subsequent written agreement signed by all the Parties. Where the

modification constitutes a material change to fisDecreg it shall be effective only upon approval

by the Court

82. Any disputes concerning modification of this Decree shall be resolved under

Section IX @ispute Resolution), provided, however, that, instead of the burden of proof

provided by Para;paph 62, the Par[ seeking the modification bears the burden of demonstrating.

that it is entitled to the requested modification in accordance with Federal Rule of Civil

Procedure 60(b).

XVIL TERMINATION

83. After Defendant has completed the requirements of Section IV (Civil Penalty) an<

Section V (Injunctive Relie$, has thereafter maintained continuous satisfactory compliance with

this Consent Decree for a period of 60 months, and has paid any accrued stipulated penalties as

required hy this Consent Decieg l)efendant may serve upon the Ilnited Sfates a Rerluest for

Termination, stating that Defendant has satisfied those requirenientg together with all necessary

supporting documentation.

84. Following receipt by the United States of Defendant's Request for Terminatiorg

the Parties shall confer informally concerning the Request and any disagreement that the Parties

may have as to whether Defendant has satisfactorily complied with the requirements for

ternrination of this Consent Decree. If the United Sates agrees that the Decree may be

terminated, the Parties shall submil for the Court's approval, a joint stipulation ierminating the

Decree.

85. If the United States does not agree that the Decree may be terminated, Defendant

may invoke Dispute Resolution under Section IX. However, Defendant shall not seek Dispute

30
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Resolution of any dispute regarding termination until ten (10) Days after service of its Request

for Termination.

XV[I. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

86. This Consent Decree shall be lodged with the Court for a period of not less than

thirty (30) Days for pubtic notice and comment in accordance with 28 C.F.R. $ 50.7. The United

States reserves the right to withdraw or withhold its consent if the comments regarding the

Consent Decree disclose facts or considerations indicating that the Consent Decree is

inappropriate, improper, or inadequate. Defendant consents to entry of this Consent Decree

without further notice and agrees not to withdraw from or oppose entry of this Consent Decree

by the Court or to challenge any provision of the Decreg unless the United States has notified

Defendant in writing that it no longer supports entry of the Decree.

XDt STGNATORIES/SERVICE

87. F.ach rrndersigned representative of f)efendant and the Assistant Attorne,v General

for the Environment and Natural Resources Division of the Department of Justice certifies that

he or she is fully authorized to enter into the terms and conditions of this Consent Decree and to

execute and legally bind the Party he or she represents to this document.

88. This Consent Decree may be signed in counterparts, and its validity shall not be

challenged on that basis. Defendant agrees to accept service of process by electronic mail with

respect to all matters arising under or relating to this Consent Decree and to waive the formal

ser.,,ise requirements set forth in Rules 4 and 5 of ttre Federfll Rulgs sf Civil Procedure and any

applioable Looal Rules of this Court including but not limited tq service of a zummons.

Defendant need not file an answer to the Complaint in this action unless or until the Court

expressly declines to enter this Consent Decree.

3l
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XX. INTEGRATION

E9. This ConsentDecree, including deliverables that are subsequently approved

this Decree, constitutes the entire agreement among the Parties regarding the subject matter of

the Decree and supersedes all prior representations, agr@ments, and understandings, whether

oral or written, concerning the subject matter of the subject matter of the Decree herein.

xxr. FTNAL.IIIDGMENT

90. Upon approval and entry of this Consent Decree by the Courg this Consent

Decree shall constitute a final judgment of the Court as to the United States and Defendant. The

Court finds that there is no just reason for delay and therefore enters this judgment as a final

judgment underFederal Rules of Civil Procedure 54 and 58.

XXIL HEN)INGS
91. Headings to the Sections and sub-sections of this Consent Decree are provided

for convcniencc and do not affcct thc mcaning or intcrprctation of thc provisions of this Conscnt

Desree.

Dated and entered this_ day of 2023

I.JNITED STATES DISTRICT JT.IDGE
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FOR THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:

TODD KIM
Assistant Attorney General
Environment and Natural Resources Division
U.S. Department of Justice

ELLEN M. MAHAN
Deputy Section Chief
Environmental Enforcement Section
Environment and Natural Resources Division
United States Department of Justice

FELDMAN
Senior Counsel
Environmental Enforcement Section

Environment and Natural Resources Division
U.S. Department of Justice
450 Golden Gate Ave., Suite 07-6714
San Francisco, Californ ia 9 4102

Telephone: (415) 7 44-6470
Email : Elise.Feldman@usdoj . gov

De;K:'

JJ
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OF COUNSEL: 

NATALIA 

CABRERA 

Digitally signed by 
NATALIA CABRERA 
Date: 2024.02.22 
09:00:29 -05'00' 

NATALIA CABRERA 
Attorney Advisor 
Municipal Enforcement Branch 
Water Enforcement Division 
Office of Civil Enforcement 

FOR THE U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
AGENCY, OFFICE OF ENFORCEMENT AND 
COMPLIANCE ASSURANCE: 

JOSEPH 

THEIS 

Digitally signed by 
JOSEPH THEIS 
Date: 2024.03.01 
16:57:50 -05'00' 

JOSEPH G. THEIS 
Acting Director 
Water Enforcement Division 
Office of Civil Enforcement 
Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
Telephone: 202-564-1801 
Email: Cabrera.Natalia@epa.gov 
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FOR THE U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY, REGION 9:

Quast, Sylvia
SYLVIA QUAST
Regional Counsel
Office of Regional Counsel
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9

Digitally signed by Quast Sylvia
Date: 2024.02.16 08:28:30 {8'00'

OF COUNSEL:

RICH CAMPBELL
Attorney-Advisor
Office of Regional Counsel
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9
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FOR IDEFENDANT]

i//tt
Date
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