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A. WHEREAS, Plaintiffs, United States of America (“United States”) and the State of 

Montana (“State”) have filed a joint complaint in this action, asserting claims under Section 1002 

of the Oil Pollution Act, as amended (“OPA”), 33 U.S.C. § 2702, and also as to the State under 

Section 75-10-715 of the Montana Comprehensive Environmental Cleanup and Responsibility Act 

(CECRA), against Defendant Bridger Pipeline LLC. The complaint alleges that (i) on or about 

January 17, 2015, Defendant discharged crude oil from its Poplar Pipeline into and upon the 

Yellowstone River 6.5 miles upstream of Glendive, Montana, (ii) the Discharge resulted in injuries 

to, destruction of, loss of, or loss of use of natural resources belonging to, managed by, held in 

trust by, appertaining to, or otherwise controlled by the United States and the State, (iii) the United 

States Department of the Interior (“DOI”), through the United States Fish and Wildlife Service 

(“USFWS”) (referred to herein as the “Federal Trustee”) and the State, through the Montana 

Natural Resource Damage Program acting on behalf of the Governor (“State Trustee”), have 

incurred unreimbursed Natural Resource Damage Assessment Costs as a result of the Discharge, 

and (iv) Defendant is liable without limitation for natural resource damages for such injuries, 

destruction and losses, including Natural Resource Damage Assessment Costs, under OPA and 

CECRA. 

B. WHEREAS, the Environmental Protection Agency deployed an on-scene 

coordinator to the spill location on January 19, 2015 to coordinate environmental assessment and 

response activities by Defendant and federal, state and local officials.  The Defendant undertook 

further cleanup actions pursuant to a February 8, 2017 Administrative Order on Consent, Docket 

No. WQ-15-12, between the Montana Department of Environmental Quality and the Defendant. 

Pursuant to the order and under MDEQ oversight, the Defendant surveyed oiled areas, conducted 
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THE UNDERSIGNED PARTY enters into this Consent Decree in the matter of United States, et al. 
v. Bridger Pipeline LLC, subject to the public notice and comment requirements of 28 C.F.R. § 

50.7. 

FOR THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: 

, ttomey 
U.S. 1\ttorney's Office - District of Montana 
316 N 26th St #5018 
Billings, MT 59101 

MARKS. SMITH 
Senior Litigation Counsel 
U.S. Attorney's Office - District of Montana 
316 N 26th St #5018 
Billings, MT 59101 

Date: 

Date: 
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